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The Commands of Our Lord
“COME TO ME”
“Take my Yoke”
“Learn from Me”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
Matt 11:28 Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”

Matt 11:29 Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.”
Matt 11:30 “For My yoke is easy, and My load is light.”
For those of us who have been born again (see LT0703) and then have repented (see LT0702) we were then commanded to believe in Jesus (LT0704).  We have now been given a spirit so that we can communicate with God.  Jesus has paid for all of our sins and God has transferred the righteousness of Jesus onto our account.  Now we are commanded to come to Jesus and the two related commands.  With the command to come to Him, we have now entered into a discipleship relationship with our Lord Jesus.  
We now must “come to Him”, “take His yoke”, and “learn from Him”.  Jesus commands us to come to him.  Coming to Jesus is not what just anyone can do, as only His disciples have this honor.  He also commands us to take His yoke upon us, so let’s think a bit about that yoke.  

Webster definition of Yoke: “A crossbar with two U-shaped pieces that encircle the necks of a pair of oxen or other draft animals working together.”

The yoke was used by farmers to double the work results by providing two oxen to do the plowing instead of one, but they needed to be working together so hence the yoke.  [By the way, a yoke of oxen is two oxen.]  Being yoked to Jesus is used to guide us into a learning experience with Him.  The oxen were equal but guided by the farmer.  In the spiritual case the new child of God is yoked to Jesus Christ so the Son of God guides the child of God in the sanctification/learning experience.  

He tells us that His yoke is easy and the load is light.  As a disciple of Jesus I am yoked to Him for the rest of my physical existence on earth.  If I try to go off in a different direction the yoke will pull me back onto the proper path.  To come to Jesus we must deny ourselves, actually die to the demands of our natural desires, and follow Him in this new relationship.  He then elaborates to the person who has yielded to his lusts of worldly things by telling him that he must get rid of all that possesses him.  In the situation quoted by Luke, Jesus saw that material possessions were still a problem with this person.  Jesus deals with each new child in an individual case depending upon what is possessing that person.  
Luke 18:22 “And when Jesus heard this, He said to him, "One thing you still lack; sell all that you possess, and distribute it to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”
Jesus then elaborates by telling us that everyone who is given to Him by the Father will indeed come to Jesus and not be cast out.  He further informs us that only those whom the Father draws to Him will actually come to Him and He promises to raise us up on that last day.  

John 6:37 "All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.”
John 6:44 “No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.”
John 6:65 “And He was saying, "For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me, unless it has been granted him from the Father.”
The command to come to Jesus can then only be answered by those whom the Father has granted permission to come to Him.  We must then come to Him as a true disciple who has rejected his lusts for everything material and is trusting Him to provide for our needs.  
If you are a Christian you:

· Have been born again, 

· Are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, 

· Have begun a life of total repentance, 

· Believe in Jesus, and 

· Have come to Him to take His yoke and to learn from Him (be a life-long disciple).

You are a member of the family of God.  What a wonderful understanding of our standing!  Here is an article I wrote on the Family that goes into more detail about our Family: http://livingtheology.com/Family.htm.
